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Dear Commissioner Bieńkowska, 

On 6th April 2017, the European Parliament Committee of Inquiry on Emission 

Measurement in the Automotive Sector (EMIS) approved its final report. The report 

shows clearly the deficiencies, the omissions and the lack of action by the European 

Commission and a number of Member States, as regards to the failure of emission 

limits implementation in the automotive industry, in particular with regard to diesel 

vehicles in real operating conditions. 
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The highlighted facts, known since 2010, showed a clear delay in the carrying out of 

the European policies for decreasing emissions, which were designed in such a way 

to limit the environmental impact of type-approved vehicles circulating in different 

States. This delay, as it was mentioned by the Committee of Inquiry at paragraph 8 of 

its conclusions, came out to be at least 6 years, compared to the term established 

initially.  

According to the Committee of Inquiry, the discrepancies between the NOx real 

emissions and those expected by Euro 3 to 6 standards, “contribute, to a large 

extent, to infringements by several Member States of Directive 2008/50/EC […] on air 

quality.” 

Therefore, AIR1 invites the European Commission to investigate the impact of these 

facts, as they have been described by the Commission of Inquiry, in the 

implementation of the above mentioned directive and to take actions based on the 

study’s results. 

AIR regions have already implemented various and challenging measures to improve 

air quality, such as, for example, pollution alarm days, EURO 3 and 4 bans, low 

emission zones, subsidies for vehicles renewal, infrastructure construction for electric 

vehicles, etc. Nevertheless, solutions to air quality problems could only come from a 

shared commitment and responsibility of all the actors involved, in order to deal with 

European air quality issues in a coherent, realistic and productive way. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

AIR Group, on behalf of: 

Baden-Württemberg, Catalunya, Emilia-Romagna, Greater London, Lombardia, 

Madrid, Piemonte, Randstad, Steiermark, Veneto and Vlaanderen. 

                                                 
1 The Air Quality Initiative of Regions (AIR) was founded in 2011 and represents some of the most densely populated and 
industrialised regions, together accounting for 22% of EU GDP and 18% of the EU’s population. These regions have been at 
the forefront of air quality management over recent years despite struggling to meet the EU air quality standards. 
airregions.wordpress.com 


